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Executive Summary

In the UK, life expectancy is reduced
by an estimated 8 months as a result
of poor air quality. The Government
has therefore set air quality objectives
that it wants to be achieved to protect
human health.

More than 120 local authorities in
England and Wales have declared air
guality management areas. The level
of air pollution in Portsmouth is typical
of a densely populated area of its size.

In Portsmouth 13 air pollution hot
spots have been identified where
these objectives are not being met.
These were declared as Air Quality
Management Areas in 2005. Currently
around 5,500 people (3% of the
population of Portsmouth) live within
these Areas.

Many of the areas where air pollution
in the city is a problem also face
challenges of multiple deprivation.
Individuals in these areas are often
more vulnerable, and lung conditions
such as asthma have been shown to
be more prominent in these areas.

The Council is now required to take
local action to move towards meeting
the air quality objectives in these
areas.

The principal source of air pollution in
the city was shown to be road traffic
and HGV’s in particular. For this
reason, this action plan will form part
of the city’s Local Transport Plan
(LTP).

A previous study showed that six
areas in particular, were likely to
remain a problem in 2010 without local
action.

Portsmouth City Council

From a list of some 50 possibilities, a
list of actions has been developed and
assessed by:

Initial Screening

A survey of public opinion
Dispersion Modelling
Assessment of Social
Environmental and Economic
Impacts

This proposed implementation plan
includes 40 measures to address air
pollution in the city. These measures
focus in the main on:

Improve the efficiency of HGV
(heavy goods vehicles)
movements.

Improve the quality (including
emission technology) of buses
passing through AQMA'’s.
Decrease the numbers of cars
passing through air quality
management areas (AQMA'’s)
in Portsmouth.

The proposed measures are expected
to make significant progress towards
reducing exposure to poor air quality
by 2010. However, it is not
considered practicable to implement
actions that will fully achieve
compliance by this target date, when
the air quality benefits are balanced
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against other factors, particularly
economic and social factors.

Portsmouth City Council considers
that to achieve the objectives by 2010
further national and international
action is required.

Portsmouth City Council
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Air Quality Management Areas (showing current tentative predictions of which areas will

remain in 2010 without any local action)
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Table 16 - Implementation Plan

Costs (based on projected and committed expenditure mainly through LTP programme):
£ = <£100k, ££ = £100-250k, £££ = £250k-500k, ££££= 500k-£1m, ££E£££ = >1m

- Implementation

I:I On going development
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Portsmouth City Council

Building
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Services
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increase
depending
on projects)

and
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PCT
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